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Waterford City / Port Lairge

The Sean Dunne Writers’ Festival, an initiative of
Waterford City Council, features a series of free
workshops, seminars and readings by leading
Irish writers and emerging writers. Ireland’s
largest free-entry writers’ festival was again

well supported, with guests including Sebastian
Barry, Trevor Joyce, Mark Roper and John

Ennis. Other literary events include year-round
readings and short, writer-in-residence schemes,
with schools and community groups.

Waterford New Music Festival, supported by
Waterford City Council, Waterford Institute
of Technology, the Arts Council and Lyric
FM, included guest artists such as Welsh/
Canadian composer John Metcalf and Irish
composer Seoirse Bodley. Highlights of the
festival included a premiere of a new work
by Eric Sweeney, commissioned by Waterford
New Music Week and Artswave. Composer
Seoirse Bodley gave talks about his work and
John Metcalf was accompanied by a group
of Welsh musicians, including Iwan Llewelyn
Jones (piano), Nicola Thomas (cello), Rakhi
Singh (violin) and Catriona Scott (clarinet).
The musicians performed a series of concerts
as well as participating in the Festival’s
masterclass series.

2005 was the 6th year that sprOg, the pre-
Spraoi festival, provided a programme of arts
and cultural activity for five to eight year-olds
in Waterford. The 2005 event was focused
on a multicultural theme and was presented
by Garter Lane Arts Centre and supported by
Waterford City Council, South East Tourism
and Artswave.

The Berkshire Band during an Artbyte performance in Waterford.

<« An Berkshire Band le linn léirithe de chuid Artbyte i bPort Lairge

Tionscnamh de chuid Chomhairle Cathrach
Phort Lairge is ea Féile Scribhneoiri Sean
Dunne. Bionn ceardlanna saor in aisce,
seimineair agus reacaireacht a dtabhairt ag
cuid de na scribhneoirf is mé le ra in Eirinn
agus scribhneoiri atd ag teacht chun cinn. Is

i seo an fhéile scribhneoiri is mo in Eirinn a
bhfuil cead isteach saor in aisce chuici. Bhi

slua maith i lathair agus i measc na n-aionna
bhi Sebastian Barry, Trevor Joyce, Mark Roper
agus John Ennis. Ar na himeachtaf liteartha eile
bionn reacaireacht ar sitl 6 cheann ceann na
bliana agus scéimeanna ina mbionn scribhneoiri
codnaitheachta ag obair le scoileanna agus
grupaf pobail ar feadh tréimhsi gearra.

Bhi afonna mar an cumadoir Breatnach/
Ceanadach John Metcalf agus an cumadaéir
Eireannach Seoirse Bodley i lathair ag Féile
Nuacheoil Phort Lairge a fuair tacaiocht 6
Chomhairle Cathrach Phort Lairge, Instititid
Teicneolaiochta Phort Lairge, An Chomhairle
Ealafon agus Lyric FM. | measc buaicphointi

na féile bhi chéad léiriii saothair nua le Eric
Sweeney a choimisitnaigh Seachtain Nuacheoil
Phort Lairge agus Artswave. Labhair an
cumadoir Seoirse Bodley faoina chuid oibre
agus chuir grupa ceoltéiri 6n Bhreatain Bheag
tionlacan ar fail do John Metcalf. Ina measc
siud bhi lwan Llewelyn Jones (piand), Nicola
Thomas (dordveidhil), Rakhi Singh (veidhlin)
agus Catriona Scott (clairnéid). Bhi sraith
ceolchoirmeacha ag na ceoltéiri agus ghlac siad
pairt i sraith maistir-ranganna na Féile.

Bhi sprOg ar siul don séu bliain i 2005. Is féile
réamhSpraoi i seo a chuireann imeachtai ealaion

agus cultuir ar fail le haghaidh daoine 6ga idir

clig agus ocht mbliana d’aois i bPort Lairge.

Bhi imeachtaf na bliana 2005 dirithe ar théama
ilchulturtha agus chuir lonad Ealaion Lana

Gairtéir i lathair é le tacaiocht 6 Chomhairle

Cathrach Phort Lairge, Turasoireacht an 105
Oirdheiscirt agus Artswave.






Waterford County / Port Lairge

In film, the local authority commissioned a short
documentary Flight Path by film maker Katie
Lincoln. This film charted the journey of multi
media artist Corina Duyn, as she undertook the
writing of her book Hatched an account of her
creative journey through M.E.

On a policy level, the County Waterford Arts
Plan: 2005 — 2008, On the Shoulders of
Giants, was adopted and launched in 2005.
The plan prioritises forging partnerships with
other agencies, organisations and individuals
to focus energies and resources on delivering a
countywide arts service.

In music, the local authority partnered with
Ealain na Gaeltachta in 2005 to support a
musician-in-residence scheme in Gaeltacht

na nDéise (Duthaigh Geal Déise). In dance,
contemporary dance artist and choreographer
Fearghus O'Conchuir was commissioned to
develop an original dance and music work
for performance in the Gaeltacht. O'Conchuir
worked closely with sean nés singer Aine Ui
Cheallaigh who composed original music for
the piece.

Choimisitinaigh an t-tdaras aitidil an
gearrscannan faisnéise Flight Path leis an
scannanoir Katie Lincoln. Léirigh an scannan
seo an t-ealafontoir ilmhean, Corina Duyn, agus
i ag iarraidh a leabhar Hatched a scriobh faoina
turas cruthaitheach ag dul i ngleic le M.E.
(Einceifilimiailiteas Miailgeach)

O thaobh beartais de, glacadh le Plean Ealaion
Chontae Phort Lairge: 2005 — 2008, On the
Shoulders of Giants, agus seoladh é i 2005.
Tugann an plean tus aite do chomhphairtiochtai
a fhorbairt le gniomhaireachtaf agus
eagraiochtai eile agus le dacine aonair chun
acmhainni agus fuinneamh a dhirit ar sheirbhis
ealaion a sholathar ar fud an chontae.

Chuaigh an t-tudaras i mbun comhphairtiochta
le hEalain na Gaeltachta in 2005 chun tacaiocht
a thabhairt do scéim cheoltéra chénaithigh i
nGaeltacht na nDéise (Duthaigh Geal Déise).
Tugadh coimisitin don ealaiontéir rince
comhaimseartha agus céragraféir Fearghus
O’Conchuir bunsaothar rince agus ceoil a
cheapadh lena léirit sa Ghaeltacht. D'oibrigh an
Conchuireach i ndluth-chomhphéirtiocht leis an
amhrénaf sean-ndis Aine Ui Cheallaigh a cheap
an buncheol don saothar.

Public Art feature Tobar Bhr'ide by Cliodna Cussen at St. Brigid's Well, Co. Waterford. Photo: Arts Office, Waterford County Council.
Saothar Ealaine Poibli Tobar Bhride le Cliodna Cussen ag Tobar Bhride, Co. Phort Lairge. Grianghraf: Oifig Ealaion, Comhairle Contae Phort Lairge.
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Westmeath /

Over the past number of years, the local
authority has organised an artist-in-residence
programme in different artforms in partnership
with Athlone Institute of Technology. Margo
McNulty was appointed as artist-in-residence
for County Westmeath two years ago and

the continuing focus of the residency is the
creation of new work, using etching and non-
print technology.

Stained glass artist Nora Duggan gave her
first solo exhibition of glass art, Reflections,

in August 2005 at the Old Schoolhouse,
Kinnegad. Reflections represents the
combination of traditional glass painting with
more contemporary techniques and materials.

In theatre, Beezneez Theatre Company
presented The Kings of the Kilburn High Road
by Jimmy Murphy at Tuar Ard in Moate. The
production, directed by John McDwyer, had an
enthusiastic reception and marks the continuing
artistic development of the theatre in Moate.

Niamh Condron was appointed dancer-in-
residence for 2005 and, over the course

of the year, she developed a relationship
with Moate Community College, Tuar Ard
Arts Centre and continued to advance the
partnership relationship between the arts
offices and sports offices of Westmeath and
Roscommon County Councils. The dancer’s
residency will lead towards the development
of a public performance and dance festival in
May 2006, aimed at increasing audiences for
and participation in contemporary dance in
the region.

Members of the Athlone Community Dance Group in performance.

€ Baill de Ghrapa Rince Pobail Atha Luain ag déanamh coiscéim rince.

D’oibrigh an t-Gdaras aitiuil i gcomhphairtiocht
le hinstititid Teicneolafochta Atha Luain le
blianta beaga anuas chun clair chénaitheacha

a chur ar fail d'ealaiontoiri a bhfuil foirmeacha
éagsula ealaine acu. Ceapadh Margo McNulty
mar ealaiontéir conaitheach le haghaidh Contae
na hlarmhi dha bliain ¢ shin agus leanann si
uirthi le linn na cénaitheachta ar shaothar nua

a chruthu ag baint leas as eitseail agus meain
nach cl6 iad.

Bhi a chéad taispeantas dar teideal Reflections
ag an ealafontoir gloine daite Nora Duggan i mi
Lunasa 2005 sa Seanscoil i gCionn Atha Gad.
Ta péintedil gloine ar an seanstil traidisitinta
measctha sa taispeantas le teicnici agus abhair
chomhaimseartha.

Léirigh Compantas Amharclainne Beezneez

The Kings of the Kilburn High Road le Jimmy
Murphy ag an Tuar Ard sa Mhéta. Chuir an
lucht féachana failte spleodrach roimh an léiriu,
a stidir John McDwyer, agus is comhartha é den
bhforbairt leanUnach ata 4 dhéanamh ar chursai
amharclainne an bhaile.

Ceapadh Niamh Condron mar rinceoir
coénaitheach don bhliain 2005 agus d'fhorbair
si caidreamh i rith na bliana le Colaiste Pobail
an Mhota, lonad Ealaion an Tuair Aird agus
chuir si an chomhphairtiocht ata idir Oifigi
Ealaion agus Oifigi Spéirt Chomhairle Contae
na hlarmhi agus Chombhairle Contae Ros
Comain chun cinn. Beidh féile rince ar sidl i
mBealtaine 2006 mar thoradh ar chénaitheacht
seo an rinceora agus é d'aidhm aici go mbeidh
méadu ar an lucht féachana ata ann don

rince comhaimseartha agus nios mé daoine

a chleachtadh.
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Wexford / Loch Garman

Art Alongside is a visual arts project for primary
schools. Children’s Choice, the 2004-2005
project, facilitated children in selecting the
project theme and worked in partnership with
IMMA, featuring work from their collection

in the final exhibition in May. Approximately
600 fifth- and sixth-class children participate

in the project each year and the exhibition is
attended by around 1,500 people, many new
to contemporary art.

The Reel New Ross Youth Film Project was
announced in February 2005, and filmmaker
Terence White was contracted to facilitate the
project in May. The project was initiated in
partnership with St. Michael's Theatre, New
Ross, with the aim of strengthening the base
for youth arts participation in County Wexford.
The project involved a summer film project, an
outreach summer project and an autumn/winter
film project, with young people aged 13-18
working on a number of short films.

County Wexford Youth Theatre (CWYT) was
awarded participation in the National Youth
Council of Ireland’s Artist in Youth Work
Residency Scheme during the year. Guest
dramaturge Brian Desmond worked alongside
the members of CWYT in the development
of their three performances at Wexford Arts
Centre during July and further performance
at the Granary Theatre, Cork, in September.
From September, CWYT became youth
theatre in residence at Wexford Arts Centre,
utilising the space for workshops, rehearsals
and performance.

Tionscadal fisealaion le haghaidh bunscoileanna
is ea Art Alongside. Chuidigh tionscadal na
bliana 2004-2005, Rogha na bPaisti, le paisti
téama an tionscadail a roghnu. Rinneadh an
obair i gcomhphairtiocht le Musaem Nua-
Ealaine na hEireann (IMMA) agus bhi saothair
da chnuasach mar chuid den taispeantas scoir
i mi na Bealtaine. Glacann thart ar 600 daltai
cligiu ranga agus séu ranga pairt sa tionscadal
gach bliain agus chuaigh thart ar 1,500 duine
ag féachaint ar an taispeantas. Ba bheag taithi
a bhi ag a lan acu ar ealain chomhaimseartha
roimhe sin.

Fografodh Tionscadal Scanndn na hOige The
Reel New Ross i mi Feabhra 2005 agus tugadh
conradh don scannandir Terence White an
tionscadal a éascl i mi na Bealtaine. Cuireadh
tUs leis an tionscadal i gcomhphairtiocht le
hAmharclann Naomh Micheal, Ros Mhic
Thridin, agus é d'aidhm aige nios mé daoine
6ga a spreagadh le pairt a ghlacadh sna
healaiona i gContae Loch Garman. Bhi tri
chuid sa tionscadal féin: tionscadal scannain
Samhraidh, tionscadal for-rochtana samhraidh
agus tionscadal scanndin don fhémhar agus
don gheimhreadh agus bhi daoine éga ¢ 13 -
18 ag obair ar roinnt gearrscannan.

Tugadh cead d'Amharclann Oige Chontae Loch
Garman pairt a bheith acu i rith na bliana i
Scéim Chénaitheachta d'Ealafontéiri in Obair
don Oige de chuid Comhairle Naisiunta Oige
na hEireann. D'oibrigh an t-aoi-dhramadair,
Brian Desmond, in éineacht le baill Amharclann
Oige Chontae Loch Garman agus iad ag ullmhu
a dtrf léirit ag lonad Ealaion Loch Garman

i mi Uil agus ag léiriu eile i Amharclann an
Granary i gCorcaigh, i Mean Fémhair. Bhi
Amharclann Oige Chontae Loch Garman mar
amharclann 6ige chénaitheach in lonad Ealaion
Loch Garman 6 Mhean Fémhair i leith agus

iad ag Usaid na haite le haghaidh ceardlanna, 111
réamhchleachtai agus léirithe.

Senior Youth Theatre members in their production of Offending the Audience at the Wexford Arts Centre.
Baill Shinsearacha den Amharclann Oige ag l¢éiriu Offending the Audience in lonad Ealaion Loch Garman






Wicklow / Cill Mhantain

Wicklow County Council Arts Office has

a good track record in supporting artists

to work in a variety of different contexts,
including healthcare, youthwork and school
settings. In the local authority’s arts and health
programme, Bray-based creative movement
and dance facilitator Liz Gleeson delivered

the third successful arts intervention in
Baltinglass Hospital.

The local authority’s support for the Sculpture
in Woodland commissioning programme in
the Devil’s Glen, Ashford, took on a new
focus in 2005, supporting an artist-led action
research-based initiative, Pause2explore. The
programme was designed to facilitate new
thinking in the approach to commissions at
Sculpture in Woodland, with artists allowed
paid research and development time in the
Devil’s Glen to respond to the location and
context. Participating artists included Niamh
McNally, Aoife Desmond, Paul Carter, Suky
Best, Andy Smith, Francesco Carreiro, Shelly
Sacks and Heike Strelow. In addition to the
Pause2explore programme, sculptor Michael
Quane was engaged to undertake a site-specific
wood carved commission for the glen, to be
sited in 2006.

The Arts Office, as part of a new youth drama
development programme for the county,
appointed Eoghan Doyle as Youth Theatre
Resident for south County Wicklow. The
County Council, along with Bray Town Council,
also continued to provide significant revenue
funding to support the annual programme of
Mermaid Arts Centre in Bray.

Ta obair mhaith déanta ag Oifig Ealaion
Chombhairle Contae Chill Mhantain ag cur
tacaiochta ar fail d'ealaiontéiri agus iad ag
obair i gcomhthéacsanna éagsula, lena n-
airftear cursai churam slainte agus obair leis an
oige agus sna scoileanna. Bhi an-rath aris ar
an saothru ealaine a rinne Liz Gleeson ina triu
seisiun in Ospidéal Bhealach Conglais mar chuid
de chlar ealaion agus sldinte an udarais aitiuil.
Eascaionn Liz gluaiseacht chruthaitheach agus
rince agus ta conai uirthi i mBré.

Rinneadh athrt i 2005 ar chlar coimisitinaithe
an Udarais aititil le haghaidh Dealbhdireacht sa
Choill i nGleann an Diabhail, Ath na bhFuinseog
nuair a thug siad tacaiocht don tionscadal,
Pause2explore, ata bunaithe ar thaighde agus
a bhfuil ealaiontoiri & threoru. Dearadh an clar
chun smaointe nua maidir le coimisitinaithe

le haghaidh Dealbhdireacht sa Choill a éascu.
focfar ealaiontoiri as an am a chaitheann siad

i mbun taighde agus forbartha i nGleann an
Diabhail chun saothair nua a cheapadh faoi
inspioraid na haite. | measc na n-ealaiontoiri

a ghlac pairt ann bhi Niamh McNally, Aoife
Desmond, Paul Carter, Suky Best, Andy Smith,
Francesco Carreiro, Shelly Sacks agus Heike
Strelow. Le cois an chlair Pause2explore
fostaiodh an dealbhéir Michael Quane chun
saothar sainiuil a chrutht d'adhmaid snoite

le haghaidh ionad faoi leith sa ghleann is a
bheadh le suiteail i rith 2006.

Cheap an Oifig Ealaion Eoghan Doyle mar
chonaitheach Amharclainne na hOige |
ndeisceart Chontae Chill Mhantdin. Lean an
Chombhairle Contae agus Combhairle Baile Bhré
orthu ag cur maoinithe suntasai ar fail mar
thacaiocht do chlar bliantdil lonad Ealaion an
Mermaid i mBré.
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« Gavin Kostick of Fishamble Theatre Company presented a Writing for Theatre Professional Development workshop.
Chuir Gavin Kostick 6 Chompéntas Amharclainne Fishamble ceardlann forbartha gairme ar sidl maidir le Scriobh le haghaidh na hAmharclainne
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Merak by Two Hands Theatre company at the International puppet festiva
Merak le Two Hands Theatre Company ag an bhFéile Puipéad Idirnaisitinta






