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Art 2023: A Decade of Centenaries Programme

A year-long collaboration between the Arts Council and Department of Tourism, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media to mark the conclusion of the commemoration programme.

This bilateral collaboration has four strands :

• Open Call 2023

• Next Generation – A symposium and a Profile Publication

• Markievicz Bursaries

• Art 2023 – Participation Award



Art 2023 – Participation Award is a call to professional artists and arts organisations across all artforms to create ambitious work in collaboration with 
communities of interest and/or place. The award emphasises the importance of spanning the whole country, across our neighbourhoods, villages, towns and cities, 
reflecting on our shared history, but with an eye to our shared future. Award priorities are based on artistic excellence and the quality of collaborative and 
participatory arts practice, where artists and communities are encouraged to work together to respond with new perspectives on the themes of the Decade of 
Centenaries. The outcomes of this award will be the creation of an excellent and ambitious programme of public-facing work that encourages inclusivity, diversity, 
participation, provocation and discourse on identity of place, space and people as the commemoration of our significant centenaries draws to a close.

The various themes, issues and events of our history are considered across numerous platforms and resources of the Decade of Centenaries programme. 

Local authorities are key partners in the Decade of Centenaries programme Each local authority has a dedicated Decade of Centenaries programme co-ordinator.

Proposals are welcome from all artforms supported by the Arts Council, and we particularly encourage cross-artform or multidisciplinary proposals. Projects 
presented in the Irish language and/or a multiplicity of languages are welcome.

Core Values and Priorities 

• Diversity 

• Participatory Arts 

• Young People, Children and Education. 

Further, recently published Arts Council policies that may be of particular interest in the context of Arts 2023 include the Arts Council Spatial Policy and 
Championing Architecture.



Applications must propose to make work with a public outcome that involves the 
collaboration of professional artists or professional arts organisations with non-
professional groups or communities of interest.  

Purpose and Eligibility



Artist refers to professional artists and/or professional arts organisations, including curators, creative 
producers and architects. The artist is understood to be a person who is actively pursuing a career as an 
artist in any artform, and who considers their arts work as their main profession or career. This applies 
even if their work in the arts is not their main source of income or they have other employment. 

Participants are defined as distinct from audiences or viewers, and refers to groups of non-arts 
professionals who contribute, collaborate and participate in the development and delivery of the project 
in an agreed and defined manner. 

Communities of place and/or interest refers to a cohesive group of participants connected by an area of 
interest, artistic practice and/or place.

Public engagement refers to audiences and viewers.

Definitions for the purpose of this award



In order to make an application, you must be registered for our Arts Council Online 
Services (OLS) account. 

You will need an ARN – an Artist Registration Number - If you do not have one, you 
can sign up for one via our website. 

Please note that it can take up to five working days for a new user to be registered 
on OLS, so give yourself plenty of time to do this ahead of the deadline.

We provide access supports. If you have a disability and need help submitting your 
application, please contact the Arts Council’s Access Officer by phone on (01 618 
0200) or by email to access@artscouncil.ie

Making your application



The application 

• You will be asked to provide some basic information like your name and your ARN number and to choose the different arts practice areas 
that are relevant to your application – these additional  artforms should be of significant relevance to your application.

1. General 



2. Your proposal 



• 2.6 Artists, individuals, groups or organisations involved in your proposal   

• Please list the full names and roles and involvement of all:

• Key individuals – such as other artists, architects, creative/artistic personnel 

• Arts organisations that are key or central to your proposal

• Key partners that are key or central to your proposal

• Participant bodies that are key or central to your proposal.

• 2.7 Key activities for your proposal

• List key activities related to your application/proposal, and indicate the location and dates. 



BUDGET



Mandatory additional documents

•Statement of Practice
•Public engagement strategy



Checklist



INFO

• Window is currently open and will close @5.30pm on the 13th October 2022 

• Online Info clinic on Tuesday 4th October at 2pm. Contact 
Caroline.Magnani@artscouncil.ie for an invitation.

• We aim to announce funding decisions by the end of 2022 for work to 
commence and complete in 2023. 

Key Dates Art 2023 – Participation Award

If you have a query about your application or a technical question about the 
online application process and your question is not answered in the FAQ 
section, you can contact us at: 

01 618 0200 or
01 618 0243 
reception@artscouncil.ie
onlineservices@artscouncil.ie



Frequently Asked Questions



Q: Can a community of non professionals be the lead applicant?

A: Yes, but to be eligible your application still needs to be for collaboration between a professional artist and/or a
community or group.

Q: My proposal does not include a collaboration with a professional artist but it does with a group of non
professional artists, would I be eligible.

A: No, to be eligible you must have a professional artists or a professional arts organisation involved.

Q: Must the work happen in 2023?

A: Yes, the proposed work must happen from January 2023 to December 2023.

Q: My proposal does not include anything related to the decade of the centenaries, would I still eligible to apply?

A: The Art 2023 Participation Award guidelines state that applications that best demonstrate a clear artistic vision in
response to the themes of the Decade of Centenaries will be prioritized.



Q: My proposal does not have a public outcome, can I apply?

A: The priority for this award is for public outcomes.

Q: My proposal involves working with artists, participants and/or audiences with disabilities. Can I apply for
additional access costs in my application?

A: In addition to the maximum amount you can apply for under this award, the Arts Council will also consider
access costs specifically relating to the making of work by artists and/or participants with disabilities. We will also
consider non-capital public-access costs for audiences with disabilities. If you wish to apply for additional funding
on this basis, you will be asked to outline what these costs are as part of your application budget and supporting
materials. The award guidelines provide information on how to do this.

Q: What is an access cost?

A:Access costs for artists or participants with disabilities cover any requirements you may have in order to remove
barriers that might stop you from completing your activity – e.g. costs towards additional time needed to complete
an element of your proposal or additional assistance required to deliver your proposed activity. In cases where your
proposal has a public outcome, we will consider noncapital public-access costs – e.g. captioned, audio described
or ISL performances costs. We take the definition of disability from the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities, which states: ‘Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental,
intellectual or sensory impairments which, in interaction with various barriers, may hinder their full and effective
participation in society on an equal basis with others.’



Thank You
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